
Annual Report
Friends of Heinz Refuge

Fiscal Year 2024
Our Mission

“FOHR” is a non-profit charitable organization working in
partnership with John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge to
connect people with nature and promote a culture of
environmental stewardship through education, outreach,
service, and nature-based recreation for the conservation of
wildlife and habitat.” 
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Dear Friends,
Happy New Year! As we begin a new year, 2025, I want to thank
you for your support of the Friends of Heinz Refuge (FOHR) and
the activities we help underwrite at the John Heinz National
Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum (JHNWR). Our supporters are
instrumental in helping us maintain open space, wildlife
recreation, outdoor recreation, and educational programs at the
Refuge. All the programs and services at the Refuge are
provided free of charge to the public, and the support of FOHR,
and you is crucial. FOHR provides support for programs that

educate both the public and school aged children, restore critical areas of the Refuge, clean
litter, and plastic pollution. In addition, we hosted or sponsored many community events this
year including: Spooktacular, Groundhog Day, Earth Day Darby Creek Clean-up, Summer
Solstice, Fall River Fest, and our annual photo contest “Nature in Focus.” We continue to help
underwrite the cost of the Refuge’s flagship education program, Philly Nature Kids (PNK),
participated in the first annual Delco Gives Day, and Walk for the Wild. All these programs
and activities provide the greater community with the opportunity to enjoy all that nature
has to offer in the wonderful space at JHNWR. And, at our recent Annual Meeting, we
welcomed three additional new/re-elected members to our board. I would like to express my
heartfelt thanks to those individuals that have rotated off the board for their commitment of
time, talent, and treasure to our organization.

I hope you have had or will find time to visit our Nature Store. We have added new items this
year and the proceeds from the store directly benefit the Wildlife Refuge. Additionally,
branded items help promote the Refuge among new audiences.

As you may know, FOHR operates solely on grants, individual donations, and proceeds from
our store. Supporters like you do so much to continue educating the public, bringing new
visitors, participating in cleaning up the Refuge from refuse and plastic pollution, and
restoring critical areas like our tidal marsh.
 
Please consider becoming a member or making a new or additional donation this year. Gifts
of all sizes are welcome. Please visit our website for information on how to make a gift online
at www.fohrefuge.org or by mail to FOHR, P.O. Box 333, Folcroft, PA 19032.
 
Thank you for being a supporter of environmental education, public programming, and a
protector of open spaces for all who live, work, and visit our community.
 
Our best wishes for a happy and healthy New Year from all your Friends at Heinz Refuge.

Sincerely,
Mary Batt

M a r y  B a t t
P r e s i d e n t  F O H R

Message from our President



In recognition of National Wildlife Week,
October 8 – 14, 2023, FOHR participated in
Walk for the Wild, an annual event to
demonstrate our commitment to deepening
human connections with nature and to protect
the thriving ecosystems we depend on. Walkers
pledged funds to raise awareness and support
of National Wildlife Refuges and their partners.
More than $2,000 was raised in support of the
education programs at JHNWR.  

Walk for the Wild 2023

On Thursday, October 26, 2023, more than 700 people got into the spirit, and costumes, to
paint pumpkins, shoot archery, make spooky crafts, and walk the Trick or Treat Trail!
Refreshments were provided by FOHR.
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Annual Events Sponsored by FOHR

Spooktacular 2023

The Friends of Heinz Refuge (FOHR) celebrated
our 26th Annual Members Meeting and Election
event in person at Heinz Refuge! FOHR
President, Mary Batt, welcomed members,
guests, speakers, and It was our pleasure to
unanimously elect four Board Members.
Welcome our two new Board Members, Krista
Graham, and Tara Zoltek, and returning Board
Members Thomas Koger and Jaclyn Rhoads.

Annual Meeting November 4, 2023
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Groundhog Day 2024
More than 400 people gathered at the
Refuge on January 27, 2024 to celebrate
with our annual Groundhog Day Festival!
A great time was had making groundhog
crafts, learning about wildlife winter
adaptations, and drawing ducks. Special
thanks to Philadelphia Metro Wildlife
Center for bringing live rescued animals,
and to Glenn Waldeck for the lively music!
Tinicum Tim did not see his shadow this
year and we expected an early spring!  

A n n u a l  R e p o r t                                     P a g e  4

Earth Day Clean-Up  April 13, 2024
More than 100 volunteers helped at the
Earth Day Creek Cleanup on April 13, 2024!
Volunteers donned chest waders and
eliminated more than 5,000 pounds of
plastic from Darby Creek at the Refuge.
The Friends of Heinz Refuge provided pizza
for lunch! 

Community Engagement and
Nature Based Solutions

John Heinz NWR and Friends of Heinz Refuge are
leading the effort to implement nature-based
solutions to address systemic flooding concerns
in nearby Eastwick and Delaware County.
Nature-based solutions design, mimic, or
enhance natural systems to reduce flood risk
and provide environmental and societal benefits.
The FOHR has supported the refuge in hosting
workshops with over 20 community leaders,
discussing potential nature-based solutions to
be implemented both in the refuge and in the
community.



Transportation is frequently a barrier to accessing all
the benefits that nature can provide for students.
The Friends of Heinz Refuge (FOHR) helps to remove
that barrier for local students by providing bus
scholarships for schools to visit and learn at the John
Heinz National Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum.  Last year,
FOHR dedicated more than $10,000 in bus funding,
to Title 1 schools and after school programs in
designated environment justice areas to visit the
Refuge.  These trips allowed students to access to
all that JHNWR has to offer and served more than
1,000 PreK-12th grade students in Philadelphia and
Delaware Counties.  The cost per bus averages
$325.

Philly Nature Kids (PNK)
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Last year, 125 students participated in the Refuge’s
flagship environmental education program, Philly
Nature Kids (PNK). FOHR provided more than $11,000
in support to cover the cost of busing, special
project funds, and support for school events. Every
4th grader at two Title 1 elementary schools, less
than two miles away from the Refuge, John M.
Patterson Elementary and Penrose School,
participate in monthly Ranger-led science lessons in
their classroom and monthly visits to the Refuge.
Philly Nature Kids visit the Refuge nine times per
year, allowing them to see the Refuge change each
season and and directly observe phenomena like
migration and decomposition. 

Field Trips/Transportation

Based on feedback from our members and donors, we have
decided to go paper free and no longer print Marsh
Musings.  We will provide a pdf version to email to our
supporters and will post copies on our website.
Additionally, for anyone that does not have access to these
formats, please let us know and we will print a copy in-
house and mail it to you.  Thank you!
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Many families and friends joined us on
June 20, 2024, for a fun evening of
free archery, live music, nature
programs, food and more to celebrate
the Summer Solstice.  This event is
sponsored annually by the Friends of
Heinz.  Look for this year’s event in June
2025.

Summer Solstice
June 20, 2024

Philly Fall Nature Fest

Hundreds came out to celebrate Fall with all day archery, fishing, birding at the
boardwalk, guided walks, nature crafts, resource tables, food, and music! Thank you to
Philly Metro Wildlife Center, Elmwood Park Zoo, and others for providing interesting
presentations for our visitors.  The winners from this year’s photo contest were also
announced.  

The Friends of Heinz Refuge was one of more
than 200 local non-profit organizations
participating in Delco Gives Day, a 24-hour
fundraising event that celebrates Delaware
County's people and organizations and
encourages people to support local
organizations. More than $1,900 was raised to
help underwrite the cost of events sponsored by
FOHR.  Join us for Delco Gives next year, May 8 –
9, 2025, from 7 PM – 7 PM.

Delco Gives Day



Nature in Focus FOHR 2024 
Photography Competition & Exhibition

Our annual photo contest, “Nature in Focus,” was held
from April 15, 2024 through August 15, 2024.
Photographers of all ages were invited to submit entries,
and more than 182 adult, teen, and children
photographers participated in the event.   

All entries were reviewed by our competition judge, Ned
Levi, an internationally known professional photographer,
travel journalist and columnist.  
Winners were announced at our awards event on
September 14, 2024, during the “Philly Fall Nature Fest.”
Additionally, visitors to the Photo Exhibition had the
opportunity to vote for the People’s Choice Award during
this period.
Congratulations to all of our participants and thank you
to the FOHR Photography Committee led by Board
Member Matt Cohen.  Look for Information on our 2025
event early this spring. 
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Y o u r
p a r a g r a p h

t e x t

And the Winners are:

T h e  L e w i s  a n d  C l a r k  P r o j e c t  -  A l a n  J a c k m a n
L a d y b u g  o n  t h e

B o a r d w a l k   N a t h a n
S c u d d e r

M a r s h  W r e n  -  J a m e s
T o r n e t t a

R u b y  T h r o a t e d  H u m i n g b i r d   
M i c h a e l  M c C o r m i c k W h i t e  F l o w e r s   

D a v i d  S c u d d e r



Adult Teen Child

1st Place/General Nature
Alan Jackman

The Lewis & Clark Project

1st Place
 James Tornetta

Marsh Wren

1st Place/General Nature
David Scudder
White Flowers

2nd Place/General Nature
Craig Hedlund

 Bergamot in the Morning

2nd Place
 James Tornetta

 Snowy Egret

2nd Place/General
Nature

 John Owen Scudder
Fun Guys on a Stick

3rd Place/General Nature
 Nate Hokenson
 Winter Trees, 

Rippling Reflection

3rd Place
Nolen Spivey

 The Best Catch

3rd Place/General Nature
 Mathis Turek
The Reflection

1st Place/Wildlife
Michael McCormick

Ruby Throated
Hummingbird

Bill Buchanan Award
Anwar Addul-Qawi
Solace in the Winter

1st Place/Wildlife
Nathan Scudder
Ladybug on the

Boardwalk

2nd Place/Wildlife
Josh Mancini

Great Blue Heron

People’s Choice Award
Colin Free

Snowy Ascent

3rd Place/Wildlife
Bunny! Bunny!

Aleesia Century

3rd Place/Wildlife
Jerry Flynn

Flight

Honorable Mention/Child
Naomi Cave

GOD’s Hidden Wonders

3rd Place/Wildlife
Viseth Meas

The White Snow Egret
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Nature in Focus: The Winners

S o l a c e  i n  t h e  W i n t e r  
A n w a r  A b d u l - Q a w i

S n o w y  A s c e n t
C o l i n  F r e e



THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
October 1, 2023 through September 30, 2024
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I ' d  l i k e  t o :
  ☐  D o n a t e  ( 1 )
  ☐ S p o n s o r  a  f i e l d  t r i p  ( 2 )
  ☐G i v e  t h e  g i f t  o f  M e m b e r s h i p  ( 3 )
1 ) D o n a t i o n  A m o u n t
   $ 2 5     $ 5 0     $ 7 5     $ 1 0 0     $
2 ) N u m b e r  o f  B u s e s  ( $ 3 0 0  e a c h )
   1  b u s     2  b u s e s         b u s e s
3 ) M e m b e r s h i p  L e v e l s
    
  B a s i c *
  ☐$ 1 5  D u c k l i n g  ( s t u d e n t / 5 5 +  s e n i o r )
  ☐$ 2 5  H e r o n  ( i n d i v i d u a l )
  ☐$ 4 0  M o n a r c h  ( f a m i l y )
  ☐$ 7 5  R e d - b e l l i e d  T u r t l e  ( g r o u p )
     
 F r i e n d s  C i r c l e *
  ☐$ 3 0 0  M e r l i n  ( s u s t a i n i n g )
  ☐$ 5 0 0  E a g l e  ( c o r p o r a t e  s p o n s o r )
4 ) W o u l d  y o u  p r e f e r  p h y s i c a l  o r
   d i g i t a l  m a i l i n g s ?
  ☐D i g i t a l      ☐P h y s i c a l

A n n u a l  R e p o r t P a g e  1 1

D o n a t e *
Y o u r  g e n e r o u s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  w i l l  h e l p
u s  m a i n t a i n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n
p r o g r a m s ,  w i l d l i f e - o r i e n t e d
r e c r e a t i o n ,  a n d  h a b i t a t  r e s t o r a t i o n
p r o j e c t s  a t  t h e  J o h n  H e i n z  N a t i o n a l
W i l d l i f e  R e g u g e  a t  T i n i c u m .

S p o n s o r  a  F i e l d  T r i p *
T h r o u g h  o u r  f i e l d  t r i p  b u s  g r a n t
p r o g r a m ,  w e  p r o v i d e  b u s e s  t h a t
e n a b l e  s t u d e n t s  t o  c o m e  t o  t h e  r e f u g e
f o r  f i e l d  t r i p s .   E a c h  b u s  c o s t s  $ 4 0 0 .
B y  s p o n s o r i n g  a  b u s ,  y o u  a r e  p r o v i d i n g
a  c l a s s r o o m  o f  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  a n
e n r i c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  c o n n e c t s
t h e m  w i t h  n a t u r e  a n d  w i l d l i f e .

G i v e  a  g i f t  o f  m e m b e r s h i p *
F o r  t h a t  f r i e n d ,  f a m i l y  m e m b e r ,  o r
s i g n i f i c a n t  o t h e r  w h o  s h a r e s  t h e
 s a m e  p a s s i o n  f o r  w i l d l i f e  t h a t  y o u  d o .

H o n o r  a  l o v e d  o n e
O u r  L e a v i n g  L e g a c y  P r o g r a m
p r o v i d e s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  y o u
t o  r e m e m b e r  a n d  h o n o r  a  f r i e n d ,
f a m i l y  m e m b e r ,  o r  s i g n i f i c a n t
o t h e r .    W e  h a v e  a  n u m b e r  o f
p r o g r a m s  a n d  p r o j e c t s  y o u  c a n
s u p p o r t  i n  h o n o r  o f  a  l o v e d  o n e .   
C a l l  2 1 5 . 5 5 8 - 5 2 2 0  o r  e m a i l
i n f o @ f o h r e f u g e . o r g  t o  d i s c u s s
w h a t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e
t o  y o u .

M a t c h i n g  G i f t  P r o g r a m
A s k  y o u r  e m p l o y e r  i f  t h e y  h a v e  a
m a t c h i n g  g i f t  p r o g r a m !   I f  s o ,
e n c l o s e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r m
w i t h  y o u r  d o n a t i o n .

                          D a t e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
C o n t a c t  i n f o r m a t i o n

N a m e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
A d d r e s s _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
C i t y _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ S t a t e _ _ _ Z i p _ _ _ _ _
P h o n e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
E m a i l _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

P a y m e n t  M e t h o d
   C h e c k  e n c l o s e d  m a d e  p a y a b l e  t o

" F r i e n d s  o f  H e i n z  R e f u g e "
M a i l  t o :  P . O .  B o x  3 3 3 , F o l c r o f t ,  P a   1 9 0 3 2        
   
C h a r g e  m y :
 ☐V i s a     ☐M C    ☐A m e x  ☐D i s c o v e r
C a r d h o l d e r  n a m e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
C a r d  # _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
E x p i r a t i o n  D a t e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ C V C _ _ _ _ _ _

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t !

       _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Our Giving Programs💕
Join or donate online
www.fohrefuge.org
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